
"Knowing me, knowing you, aha!" Depending on who you are, these words will take 
you to ABBA or Alan Partridge! 
 
In our reading today (John 14: 1-14), Jesus makes the most exclusive (and therefore 
the most offensive) claim - the only way to know God is to know Jesus. V6-7 'No one 
comes to the Father except through me. If you really know me, you will know my 
Father as well. From now on you do know him and have seen him'. 
 
Jesus is continuing his pre-battle cry (that we saw yesterday); he is preparing his 
disciples for their post-Easter work and they are naturally upset. Jesus had told them 
that he is going to leave them. 
 
Well at this point, you might expect the all-loving Jesus to change his mind - what 
type of friend would deliberately cause those he loves to be devastated? And of 
course, if he is who he says he is, he doesn't have to die anyway - he can do 
whatever he likes (more on that tomorrow!) 
 
Well there are only two credible answers; Jesus is either a nasty/crazy man or he 
knows something his disciples don't! 
 
Well, 2000 years of history and the rest of the New Testament point to the second 
answer - Jesus knows something his disciples don't and wonderfully he goes on to 
tell them why he must die. 
 
Let me point to just two of them this evening: 
 
1. By leaving them, Jesus is securing the destiny of all those who follow him - Jesus 
is going to prepare a place in heaven. What grim news it would have been if Jesus 
had said something different. Nearly all of the disciples died a horrible death; but 
they did so in the full knowledge that something far better awaited them!  
 
2. By leaving them, Jesus will complete the revelation of his Father - by dying and 
rising from death, Jesus will perfectly show God's holiness and God's love. 
 
It is said that our dreams and our prayers say much about who we are and if we are 
honest, a lot of what we dream and pray is about us; our needs, our problems, our 
aspirations. And yet most of the prayers in the bible are not primarily about our 
problems or aspirations; they are rooted in the desire to know God more: Ephesians 
1 'I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.' 
 
It is perfectly OK (and indeed it is encouraged) that we bring to God the needs of the 
world at this time but on this holiest of Thursdays, as we remember that this is the 
eve of Jesus' death, let's fix our eyes on Jesus and in doing so, fix our eyes on God.  
 
And let's pray that we may know him better because as we approach Good Friday 
we need to know that our greatest problem isn't the Coronavirus, it's that we don't 
know God well enough. 
 



Gloriously, the gospel is so very different from the ABBA hit. You see, before the 
chorus, the Swedish pop quartet sing "This is where the story ends, this is 
Goodbye." The Gospel, the Good News about the Lord Jesus is that his death is not 
where the story ends (as we'll see on Sunday!). 
 
We'd love you to join us tomorrow at 2.00pm (usual place for the live stream) as we 
remember all that happened on that first Good Friday; don't be late! 
 
Please also take up the challenge of the virtual Easter Egg Hunt and if you have 
children roaming round the house, why not try some of the Messy Church Good 
Friday activities also on the website. 
 
A prayer for this Holy Thursday: 
 
Dear God 
Let me climb up near to you 
and love and long and plead with you. 
Wrap my life in divine love 
and keep me ever desiring you 
always humble and resigned to your will. 
Amen 
 
Sleep well 
 
With all my love and prayers 
 
William 
 
 
 


