
"Once more unto the breach, dear friends" Henry V, Act 3 Scene 1- some of the most 
famous words ever written by Shakespeare (discuss!). Henry V is preparing his troops for 
battle and he is giving them their final instructions, delivering the most powerful of 
speeches. 
 
And in our reading today (John 13: 18-38), we see another commanding officer giving his 
troops final instructions and encouragements on the eve of a significant and dangerous 
mission which he will lead. 
 
Many of us will know these verses well; they're about the betrayal of Judas and the denial of 
Peter and that of course is true. But just as it was yesterday, if we dive in to the familiar, it's 
easy to miss the unfamiliar! 
 
V20 'Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts 
me accepts the one who sent me.' 
 
Jesus is being deliberate. The mission that started with God sending his Son in to the world 
has dominated the scene so far but now the second mission is beginning to emerge. And of 
course, the second mission is not designed to replace or rival the first, it's to carry it on 
because the second mission is no less than the establishment and growth of the Church - 
the worldwide family of Christians (which includes us!). 
 
The mission of Jesus will not end with his deliberate and planned death - far from it! The 
death and resurrection of Jesus will be the springboard for the mission of his Church.  
 
Although our buildings are closed, we are not! The mission of the Lord Jesus continues in 
April 2020. Listen again to our Commanding Officer! We have been sent by Jesus to tell 
others just how much he loves them (the evidence of which is the cross). Our friends and 
family need to hear that now more than ever.......and so do we! 
 
Towards the end of Act 3 Scene 2, King Henry encourages his army to prove themselves 
worthy of their birth. And Jesus of course encourages us to do the same - not to be worthy 
of our natural birth (as King Henry was doing) but our new birth in Jesus. We are born again: 
1 Peter 1:3 'Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.' 
 
The King is riding with us! What an encouragement that is! 
 
A couple of notices: 
 
We won't be able to have our Easter Egg hunt in church so.....we'll have a virtual Easter Egg 
hunt instead! I have hidden 10 Easter Eggs in our website pages. All you need to do is find 
them!! The link to the Easter Egg hunt is here: http://www.stmf.org.uk/virtual-easter-egg-
hunt/ I'd love to know how you get on! 
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For Good Friday: we have some Messy Church ideas to do at home on our website (go to the 
Messy Church page). Please send photos of your finished work to Katherine; we'd love to 
get them on our Facebook page. Then at 2.00pm, Katherine will lead us with readings, 
prayers and hymns as we remember all that Jesus achieved on the cross. 
 
Please continue to pray for our Prime Minister and all those in hospital and please continue 
to give thanks for all those on the front line. 
 
A prayer for this evening: 
 
Lord Jesus 
I am blind, please be my light 
ignorant, please be my wisdom 
self-willed, please be my mind. 
Fill me with peace, that no disquieting worldly gales 
may ruffle the calm surface of my soul. 
Amen 
 
Sleep well 
 
With all my love and prayers 
 
William 
 
 
 


