
"It's time for me to take you home" says Woody to Jessie as they stand in the aeroplane 

waiting to get out (from the fabulous 1990's film, Toy Story 2 - arguable the second best 

sequel ever (after Empire Strikes Back (discuss!)) 

 

In our reading today (John 13: 1-17), we get to read one of the most remarkable facts 

in the whole bible (and we get to read it twice!): v1 'Jesus knew that the hour had come 

for him to leave this world and go to the Father'; v3 'Jesus knew that the Father had put 

all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God' 

 

Jesus' time on earth was coming to an end. There's nothing particularly unusual about 

that; death is a certainty for everyone who has ever walked this earth. What is unique is 

that Jesus knows that he has come from God. He is God's one and only Son (which 

means that no other person in history could say "same here!") and he is returning to 

him. 

 

It's easy to lose that astonishing fact in these verses because so often we focus on the 

foot-washing bit. But for now, let's allow the first three verses of chapter 13 to sink in 

because when they do, we'll see: 

 

a) the 'out-of-this-world' love that drives them (v1). Jesus loves those who follow him. 

There is no explanation for the cross other than love. You are loved by Jesus and the 

proof of that love is the cross. 

 

b) the death of Jesus will take place only at 'the hour' - the time that has been chosen 

by God. God is in charge. All the other characters that we will meet this week only act 

within the boundaries set by God. God allows the most awful thing to happen to his Son 

and Jesus willingly submits to his Father. Nothing in the next few days will take them by 

surprise. 

 

And as we continue to live in these strange times, it is comforting to know that nothing 

has changed. God still loves us and he is still in control - nothing has ever or will ever 

take him by surprise and that includes this Coronavirus.  

 

In the same film, Buzz says this: "Woody once risked his life to save me, I couldn't call 

myself his friend if I weren't willing to do the same". Of course, Jesus in a few days time 

will go further; he won't risk his life to save others, he will willingly give it. The challenge 

then for us is whether we will give our lives to him. We will have him as our Lord? Could 

we call ourselves his friend? 

 

A couple of quick notices: 

 

Last chance to get your Easter videos in! 

Please continue to keep the Prime Minister in your prayers. 

Remember that we have a Zoom prayer meeting tomorrow at 8.00pm: 

 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/428330417?pwd=OHR2eHMyS0Z1ZXdOMWFhSVNsRnNOZz0
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Meeting ID: 428 330 417 

Password: 044110 

 

If anyone has any particular prayer points, please e-mail me before the meeting and I 

will make sure that they are included. 

 

A prayer as we close: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/428330417?pwd=OHR2eHMyS0Z1ZXdOMWFhSVNsRnNOZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/428330417?pwd=OHR2eHMyS0Z1ZXdOMWFhSVNsRnNOZz09


 

Heavenly Father 

You have taught me 

that faith is nothing else than receiving your kindness; 

that it is an adherence to Christ, a resting on him, 

love clinging to him as a branch to the tree, 

to seek life and vigour from him. 

I thank you for showing me the vast difference 

between knowing things by reason, 

and knowing them by the spirit of faith. 

Amen. 

 

Sleep well 

 

With all my love and prayers 

 

William 

 

 

 

 


