
"Especially for you, I want to let you know what I was going through all the time we were apart I 

thought of you, you were in my heart..." 

Ah - Kylie and Jason! (Minogue and Donovan!) 

One of the main reasons that I send these emails is to keep us connected; to remind us that we are 

part of a much bigger family. Being separated is tough; in fact in can be heartbreaking. I dropped 

food off at my parents today and our only communication was through the window; I long for the 

day when the door will be flung wide open at my parents' home; there will be one mighty 

celebration! 

And the same is true of St Matthew's. I cannot wait for the day (and it will come) when our doors will 

be flung wide open and don't worry - there will be an equally wild celebration! 

A key part of our connectedness is prayer and so we will be having another Zoom prayer meeting 

this Wednesday at 7.30pm. 

 

The Psalms have always been used in prayer and they have had added significance for me over the 

past few weeks; they somehow feel more real (if you haven't read them for a while (if at all) then 

given them a go (there are 150 so let's pray you only get part way through reading one a day and 

definitely before Psalm 119!). 

Psalm 34 'The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.' 

Many of the Psalms are written by David and the context in Psalm 34 is David's rescue by God in a 

military campaign; we learn that David has not only seen the presence of God but the power of God 

as well. And it is this presence and power that allows David to say with absolute confidence that God 

is close to those whose heart is broken. Indeed, it is the experience of many Christians that their 

deepest joy is seen only when God draws close in such situations. 

Each of us has a different challenge; whatever it might be, allow God to draw near. Give yourself 

permission to know his presence. 

For those familiar with 1980's soap operas, you will know that Kylie and Jason met in 'Neighbours'. I 

was supposed to be studying for my exams but in the natural breaks in the revision (ahem!), I would 

make time for the goings on in Ramsey Street. And one of the most infectious elements of the soap 

was the theme tune...'Neighbours, everybody needs good neighbours.....blah blah....that's when 

good neighbours become good friends'.  

 

One of the real blessings over the last couple of weeks is seeing how many of us, who are able, have 

stepped up to become good neighbours. Whether phoning, getting some shopping, helping at 

Foodbank, becoming or remaining the full time carer for a loved one, even simply saying 'hello' to 

those who live nearby. And we all know the verse: Mark 12 'The second (most important 

commandment) is this "Love your neighbour as yourself"' 

Following yesterday's live-streamed (service), I think obeying Mark 12 is what a FAT faith looks like 

(if you have no idea what I am talking about, have a watch online 

(http://www.stmf.org.uk/sermons/sunday-service-live-29th-march/) . 

So thank you for all of your support to the Church family and the wider community. 

http://www.stmf.org.uk/sermons/sunday-service-live-29th-march/


May our conscience be clear, our hearts pure and our sleep sweet! Amen 

With all my love and prayers 

William 

 


