
I'm pretty certain that the great poet Bob Dylan didn't have in mind my study in the vicarage when he 
wrote the words 'knock, knock, knockin' on heaven's door' (and by the way, my study in no way 
resembles heaven!). 
 
But for all of us who are working from home, the near-constant interruption of 'knock knock' on the 
door of where we might be working can make us feel as though we are not being as productive as we 
might want to be. 
 
Luke 10 'Jesus said, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 
robbers"' 
 
Three people stopped by. First a priest who pretends that he doesn't see anything, then a Levite 
(another religious person) who does the same. The third person is a Samaritan (an enemy of Jewish 
people); he takes the beaten man, fixes him up in a hotel and gives additional money with the promise 
to pick up the room tab as well. 
 
Only the Samaritan was willing to have his day interrupted. 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (a German pastor executed by the Nazis in WWII) wrote about interruption. He 
said this: 
 
"We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by God. God will be constantly crossing our 
paths and cancelling our plans....it is a strange fact that Christians frequently consider their work so 
important and urgent that they will allow nothing to disturb them. They think they are doing God a 
service in this, but actually they are disdaining God's 'crooked yet straight path'"  
 
And those words have been a great and glorious rebuke to me recently. 
 
All of our lives have been interrupted over the past few weeks by the Coronavirus and none of us 
have really been able to make any sense of what is going on. We are all living differently and it has 
taken / is taking some getting used to. And at times I have found that very frustrating.  
 
But what if we were able to view our circumstances differently?  
 
You see, when I look back on the significant interruptions in my life (illness, financial insecurity, death 
of loved-ones) I am now able to see God revealing himself in ways that I would have been otherwise 
blind to. 
 
Is it possible that interruption is God's invitation for us to take stock? To see him afresh, to appreciate 
all that he has given us, to recommit our time to him.  
 
Is it possible that interruption is an opportunity to see God all around us; in the lives of others, in the 
conversations and just possibly, in the knock on the study door with the words 'dad, can we.....' 
 
So yes, I do have work to do, but, if I am honest, I have recently found myself justifying that over and 
above the additional time I have been given to engage with my family, to watch that Disney film for the 
20th time, to kick a football or just to eat with those who love me.  
 
Perhaps I need to see that knock on the door as a divine prompt, not an irritation; a kind nudge from a 
kind God?! If that rings a bell, be kind to yourself and look for God in that moment. If it helps, there is 
wisdom in this song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYiM-sOC6nE 
 
And maybe this interruption will help us all reassess what it really means to be a child of God; to have 
our primary identity in him and him alone. It would be a terrible waste if, when this is over, we were to 
return to all that we did before without learning anything. 
 
In another song with a door in the title (a green one in fact), the pop legend (!) Shakin' Stevens sung 
"Don't know what they're doing but they laugh a lot behind the green door". Maybe I also need to give 
myself permission to allow this interruption to help me see the joy in what I have been given and to 
laugh...a lot!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYiM-sOC6nE


 
A couple of quick but useful notices: 
 
If you have a smart phone or tablet, for 1 week only, Hodder Faith's Audio NIV Bible read by David 
Suchet is being offered for free (it is usually £20). Yes - free! Download it this week and you get to 
keep it forever for free! It is available on the App Store and Google Play. I have downloaded it! 
 
If you read my email a day or so ago, we would love photos and videos for an Easter Message. If you 
missed it, here is the link http://www.stmf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/31st-March-
2020.pdf Keep them coming in - we want as many of us as possible to be involved. 
 
Also, if you have made your own Palm Cross http://www.stmf.org.uk/make-your-own-palm-
cross/ please take a photo and email / whatsapp it to Katherine for our Facebook page. 
 
Take care and sleep well. 
 
With all my love and prayers 
 
William 
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