
If you were near St Matthew's yesterday at about 2.00pm, you may have heard some 

rather loud music! If you weren't, click here to see what we got up 

to: http://www.stmf.org.uk/amazing-grace/ 
 
The reaction from those passing by was great; many stopped to listen and one or two 

even joined in! 
 
I'm sure many of you know that the hymn was written by John Newton. Newton was a 

slave trader and a thoroughly wretched man (his words not mine!) but by the grace of 

God he was saved and at the age of 39 began a 40 year ministry of preaching God's 

word. If you have never read Newton's account of God's grace, search it online! 
 
During his ministry, Newton wrote many pastoral letters and I have recently discovered 

how wonderful they are (so much so that I have ordered a copy of all of them!) 
 
In one of his letters, entitled 'Some blemishes on Christian Character', using Philippians 

4:8 as his anchor text (Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if 

anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about such things) Newton imagines various 

men (with made up latin names) who coast on their strengths but do nothing about their 

weaknesses. It is brilliant and is occupying much of my time because there is so much to 

learn! 
 
But at the letter's core is the desire to be more like Christ. I wonder how many minutes 

in the day we 'think about such things'? For many of us, it will be quite difficult to argue 

that we don't have enough time at the moment! 
 
The bible's promise is that the more we think about Christ (and all that he has done for 

us) the more we will, like Newton, be able to say with absolute confidence 'When we’ve 

been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less days to sing 

God’s praise, than when we first begun.' 
 
After experiencing God's amazing grace, Newton would later write "'I am not what I 

ought to be, I am not what I want to be, I am not what I hope to be in another world; 

but still I am not what I once used to be, and by the grace of God I am what I am.' What 

a wonderful description of all Christians! 
 
If you are able, please join us for the prayer meeting tonight at 8.00pm (you won't have 

to say anything but your presence will be a great encouragement!) 
 
And also, PLEASE send some photos and videos of what you have been up to (no matter 

how mundane) - it is so important for all of us to remember each other whilst we are 

kept apart! 

 

With all my love and prayers 

 

William 
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