
I love the scene in the film Forest Gump when Forest is mowing the lawn and his true love, 

Jenny, walks on to the grass (fabulous sound track as well!). If you have never seen Forest 

Gump - you must! 

 

The lawn outside St Matthew's was looking a bit shabby and so in true Forest Gump style, I 

decided to mow it today! We don't have a ride-on mower like Forest but our electric one did 

just fine! It wasn't as good as when Barry does it but needs must! 

 

There aren't too many references to mowing in the bible but there are a few and for those of 

you who have been reading these emails over the last few weeks you won't be surprised to 

learn that one is found in the Psalms! 

 

Psalm 72 - 'Endow the king with your justice O God, the royal son with your righteousness. 

May he judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with justice....May he be like 

rain falling on a mown field, like showers watering the earth...' 

 

Psalm 72 is known as a royal Psalm and in it the writer describes the ideal king. And as we 

read the Psalm, it soon becomes clear that there is no earthly king that comes close to 

matching the description. It is Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor's birthday today! Her 

majesty is 94 and has been a wonderful and Godly servant but even she doesn't come close to 

matching the reign of the king in Psalm 72.  

 

No, Psalm 72 points to only one person in the whole of history - the Lord Jesus Christ - the 

one whose death and resurrection we celebrated a few days ago. The only one who blesses 

people 'like rain falling on a mown field'. Why not read Psalm 72 before bed tonight - they 

are wonderful words to fall asleep to! 

 

Just after Jenny and Forest meet on the lawn, Forest adds narration when questioning why 

Jenny stayed, that includes the line "maybe because she had no place to go...it was wonderful 

having her home." 

 

And that is partly true of us - there is only one place that we can truly call home - and that is 

spending forever with Jesus (in his Church this side of death and in heaven whenever God 

'takes us' (see yesterday's email!)). Why would we want to be anywhere else? 

 

There is another reference to mowing in the bible. It is found in the New Testament and it is 

in a letter from James to the Church. In it, he is telling off greedy landowners for not paying 

those who have mowed their fields. I really don't want that warning to land at any of your 

doorsteps so please feel free to bake me a cake in lieu of my mowing fee and bring it on that 

glorious Sunday when we get back in the building! 

 

It would be great if you could join us tomorrow for our virtual prayer meeting at 8.00pm 

(details in yesterday's email). 

 

Until then, sleep well (with the words of Psalm 72 gently echoing in your head as you do so!) 

 

With all my love and prayers 

 

William 
 


