
Sue Pierson (our deaconess) writes: 

 
Ever heard of Martin Luther?  
 
He lived in the 16th century when bubonic plague raged through Germany.  He wrote a 

booklet about self-isolation as we would call it.  He wrote: 
 
'I shall ask God to mercifully protect us.  Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, 

administer medicine and take it.  I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is 

not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute 

others and so cause their death by my negligence. ....If my neighbour needs me, 

however, I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely.....If God should wish to take 

me, he will surely find me'. 
 
Despite the passing of 500 years, this remains good guidance.  
 
Many of us have a faith that asks nothing more than 'Lord keep me safe today'.  
 
Luther saw death simply as an event where God 'takes him'.  
 
Underlying all his actions was his deep faith in God.  Like Luther we are to love God with 

all that we have but also our neighbour. 
 
Luther outlived the plague and kept going for another 19 years before God finally 'took 

him'. We don't know when God will 'take us' but as we live through this difficult time we 

know that Jesus travels with us and that is the greatest comfort of all. 
(Thoughts inspired by an article by J John in the Church of England Newspaper) 
 

With love from Sue. 

 

A few things: 

 

1. We are now set up on Amazon Smile. Amazon Smile is the charitable arm of Amazon and 

is so easy to use. If you ever shop on Amazon, don't use the 'amazon.co.uk' site - instead use 

'smile.amazon.co.uk'. When you go to the site for the first time, you'll need to nominate us as 

your charity 'St Matthew's Church, Fulham'. That's it! The whole process takes about 30 

seconds and once you've nominated St Matthew's you won't have to do it again! 

 

Every time you shop on Amazon Smile we get 0.5% of everything you spend (at no cost to 

you!). 

 

2. We'll be having another prayer meeting this Wednesday: 

 

3. Thank you to everyone who joined us on Sunday for our service. As I said in the service, if 

you would like to join in afterwards with a 'virtual coffee' please let me know. 

 

That's all for now 

 

With all my love and prayers 

 

William 
 


