
Sue Pierson (our deaconess!) writes:  
 
I have been moved by stories of women with sick husbands in hospital with the virus.   
 
Particularly sad was the Christian woman who sat by her husband's bed as he died (she had 
recovered).  Her 2 sons live abroad and although she said her church and friends had been very 
supportive, there was no one to give her a hug.  There must be thousands of stories like this in the 
UK and across the world. 
 
In John chapter 11, we see one family dealing with the tragedy of death.   
 
Martha and Mary send for their friend Jesus, when their brother Lazarus dies.  When Jesus 
eventually arrives, Martha berates him, 'Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died'.   
 
She was, like many people today, asking, 'Oh God, why have you let this happen?'  And like us, 
Martha wants answers.  She wants to understand and put her trust in Jesus. 
 
Mary also berates him but collapses in tears.  She wants comfort and when she sees Jesus weeping, 
she knows he understands.  We are all a mixture of Martha and Mary.  We want answers to our 
questions but we also need comfort and love. 
 
But that is not the end of the story because Jesus brings Lazarus back to life and God's glory is 
revealed in his power over death.   
 
Jesus had told Martha, 'I am the resurrection and the life'.  Jesus' resurrection changed everything.   
 
Death for Christians is not the end.  We shall meet God with what my college principal called 'the 
heavenly hankie'!   
 
'He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, 
for the old order of things has passed away'. (Revelation 21:4)  What a wonderful promise! 
 
Sue! 
 
A couple of quick things: 
 
We'd love to celebrate some little wins! If you have anything that we can celebrate (birthdays, 
anniversaries, actually doing any home-schooling, 'diy' haircuts, completing that pile of ironing (!) - 
anything really) please let me know and we'll celebrate it! 
 
We have some new technology that Andy Miller (our resident live-streaming expert) is playing with! 
Hopefully it will mean that we can include some video clips in our Sunday services; if you can record 
anything that we could share (photo or video) please send them to Katherine 
(katherine@stmf.org.uk) and we'll include it. It really is great to see what you're up to so please 
don't be shy (if we don't have anything I will have to fill the slots with some unaccompanied singing!) 
 
Thank you for your continued prayers 
 
With all my love and prayers 
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