
In Shakespeare's Henry V, one particular character is described thus: 'His face is all bubukles and 
whelks and knobs and flames o'fire; and his lips blows at his nose'. I'm not familiar with these new 
fangled dating apps but I suspect these aren't words that one might use to attract another! 
 
One of the many challenges of being separated is not seeing one another. You get to see me for 45 
minutes on a Sunday but I don't get to see you and I miss that. 
 
Putting a face to a name is an important part of building a new relationship and so I guess, 
maintaining a face to a name (I might copyright that phrase!) is equally important. 
 
So with that in mind, we thought we might make an Easter video with as many of us as possible. 
 
Here's what I want us to do (and this is to EVERYONE on this e-mail list whether you have been 
coming to St Matthew's for many years, just a few weeks, only once or never!): 
 
If you are able, please: 
 
- Record a (max) 10 second video of everyone in your household saying ‘Happy Easter’ 

 
- Send it to Katherine on WhatsApp (07403674406) or email (katherine@stmf.org.uk) 

 
- If you don't have the technology, don't worry. Instead of sending a video, send a photo of yourself to 
Katherine Miller on WhatsApp, email or good ol' fashioned post to 2a Clancarty Road SW6 3AB. 

 
- If you are in contact with someone who isn't on e-mail, please ask them to send a photo by post (we 
want as many of us as possible in the video) 

 
- Videos and pictures need to be received by next Tuesday so you don't have long! 

 
In the same Psalm as yesterday (Psalm 34), faces are also mentioned. David, the writer of the Psalm 
says this 'I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears. Those who look 
to him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame. This poor man called, and the Lord 
heard him; he saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear 
him, and he delivers them.' 

 
There is a picture of a battlefield setting in which the angel of the Lord rescues those who belong to 
God. And that rescue doesn't just extend to the military campaign but also from fear, shame and 
troubles. And those who have been rescued are said to be radiant whose faces are never covered 
with shame. There is a genuine sense of joy on the faces of those who have been rescued. 

 
And if that was true for them, it must also be true for us. All who have put their trust in the Lord have 
beautiful faces. When Jesus died on the cross he took our sin AND shame and so when God looks at 
us, he doesn't see the 'bubukles and whelks and knobs and flames o'fire'; he sees beauty. And so 
should we - when we see one another, we see Christ (Galatians 2 - I have been crucified with Christ 
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me). 

 
So get those videos and photos in! 

 
A couple of quick things - if anyone has a zimmer frame that they no longer need, please let Katherine 
know (someone has been in touch asking for one). 

 
Also, this Sunday is Palm Sunday and tomorrow I will be posting on the website how we can all make 
our own Palm Cross from a strip of paper so that we can all have one for the service on Sunday. I'll 
send the link in my e-mail tomorrow. 

 
We also have some fun ideas for Easter (including a virtual Easter egg hunt) - more on these in the 
next few days! 
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Palm Sunday was going to be our giving Sunday but that obviously won't be possible and so we'll 
reschedule that for later in the year. 

 
This is still our 125th year and we still hope to do much of what we had planned albeit later in the year 
(the street party obviously won't be happening until such time as social distancing becomes past 
tense!). At this stage, there is no news on Katherine's ordination but we'll keep you posted. And if you 
are wondering about the tea-towel design - we hope to unveil the finished design very soon! 

 
And don't forget - if you are free tomorrow evening, please join us for our online prayer time (details in 
yesterday's email and at http://www.stmf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/30th-March-2020.pdf). 

 
A prayer: 

 
O God, the source of the whole world's gladness and the bearer of its pain, may your unconquerable 
joy rest at the heart of all our troubles and distress. 

 
Sleep well 

 
With all my love and prayers 

 
William 
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