
Colossians 4 'Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.' 

The above words were written by the apostle Paul to the Church in Colossae (modern day Turkey) 

and having read them we may well say to Paul "It's ok for you to say that - but we're stuck indoors - 

there's not much to be thankful for!" 

But if we read on, Paul then says this 'And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our 

message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains' 

"Oops, sorry Paul, I didn't realise!" 

You see, when Paul wrote those words he was in prison and yet, even in prison, Paul tells the 

Christians, DEVOTE yourself to prayer, being watchful and thankful. Devotion here isn't the sort of 

devotion that Olivia Newton John sang in Grease (for those of you who have never seen Grease it is 

the original High School Musical), it's more like the devotion shown by our NHS (and other 

emergency services); it's risky, sometimes dangerous and always hard work. 

Briefly (and in reverse order): 

Be devoted to being thankful - it was wonderful to join in the clapping at 8.00 this evening and richly 

deserved. I think that is the type of thankfulness Paul has in mind - heartfelt, diary-stopping thanks 

for all that God has done for us in his Son Jesus 

Be devoted to being watchful - more of this on Sunday but simply - stay on track, keeping our eyes 

fixed on Jesus. We are in this for the long run (and so is he!) 

Be devoted to prayer - it is so helpful to wake up and commit the day and the world to God, to pause 

during the day to commit ourselves to God and at the end of the day to give thanks and commit 

even our sleep to him (how many of us can testify to the work that God does in us even when we are 

asleep!) 

And talking of prayer, I've set up a meeting on Zoom. Don't be scared - I tested this on my 76 year-

old mum and she could access it easily! 

William Rogers is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

Topic: Prayer Meeting 

Time: Mar 27, 2020 06:30 PM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/351673926 

Meeting ID: 351 673 926 

All you need to do is click on the above link at 6.30pm and you should see me and everyone else! If 

for some reason it doesn't work for you, don't worry, let me know and we'll fix it for you in time for 

the prayer meeting next week (which will be Wednesday). 

We can often set out to be devoted but the day can wear us down; don't worry, because although 

our devotion to God is not perfect, his Son's devotion to us is. 

Maybe that is all that we need to know tonight. 

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/351673926


Dear God 

I cannot escape from your presence or control 

nor do I desire to do so. 

My privilege is to be under your power, righteousness, wisdom, patience, mercy and grace. 

Thank you 

Amen 

 

Am looking forward to seeing you on Zoom tomorrow 

Sleep well 

With all my love and prayers 

 

William 

 


