
In the words of the great poet Rick Astley - oh, alright, in the words of the 80's pop star Rick Astley!: 

Never gonna give you up 

Never gonna let you down 

Never gonna run around and desert you 

My guess is that Rick Astley was speaking of his love for his girlfriend but those words could have 

equally come from God! 

Joshua 1 'I will never leave you nor forsake you.......Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do 

not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.' 

Moses had died, God's people were looking to their new leader, Joshua, and God spoke these words 

to him. What a terrific encouragement that must have been to him - "I will never leave you" 

Our lives look very different from just one week ago. 

Nearly all of us are working in a different place; even those who are working in the same place are 

working under very different conditions. But God is still present because the promise to Joshua is the 

same promise the Lord Jesus has made to us (Matthew 28 'And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age') 

Surely all of us are in a different place emotionally; show me anyone who has not be moved by the 

global grief, the bravery of those on the front line or the heart-break of our most vulnerable 

struggling to find food. But God is still present because the promise to Joshua is the same promise 

the Lord Jesus has made to us (Matthew 28 'And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age') 

And some of us are temporarily separated from those we love and all of us are temporarily 

separated from one another. But God is still present because the promise to Joshua is the same 

promise the Lord Jesus has made to us (Matthew 28 'And surely I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age') 

God has a track record of being present when times are tough. There is a wonderful moment in the 

history of God's people when they were surrounded by the enemy and they were afraid. And having 

prayed, their eyes were opened and they saw 'the hills full of horses and chariots of fire' (2 Kings 

6). The fire here signified God's presence; God was unseen until seen but he was always present. 

My prayer this evening is that as we come to the Lord in prayer, we would see his promise being 

kept - that he has never left us. Let's spend a moment this evening surrounded by the promise that 

God is with us. 

And as we pray, let's pray again for those on the front line especially those in our emergency services 

(NHS, police and fire), Foodbank (for Daphine, Sian, Ibrahim, Steve and all who volunteer) and the 

whole chain of people who are keeping the nation fed.  

From the book of prayers that I mentioned yesterday: 

"Continue the gentleness of thy goodness towards me, 

And whether I wake or sleep, let thy presence go with me, 

thy blessing attend me." 



With all my love and prayers 

 

William 

 


