
Isaiah 32 

'My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest' 

What a mixed blessing this weather has proven to be! For many of us, it has helped lift our spirits; 

the blossom has appeared, shoots have sprung and windows have been opened. However, for 

others, it encouraged them to gather in large numbers in parks and open spaces all over London 

with potentially devastating consequences. 

The advice is very simple: do not go out unless it is essential to do so and then, do so on your own, 

not as a family. However, if you are over 70, do not go out at all and do not have visitors. The 

announcement tonight from the Prime Minister simply enforces what we know is right. 

Our homes have often been places of sanctuary and yet, when forced to isolate, they can begin to 

feel like a prison. There are many things that we can do and if you have a good idea or have seen 

something that might help, please share it (maybe on our Facebook page and if you haven't got 

access to Facebook, send it to Katherine and she will add it). 

Here's mine: every day on Youtube at 9.00am there is a 30 minute PE workout (aimed at children but 

I did it with Nancy and it was excellent - search Joe Wicks) 

In times of trouble, God's people have always turned to him; for some they were in a foreign land 

(more on that at some point this week), others in times of great sorrow, others still when God 

seemed distant. It is a pattern that has served the Church well and that pattern will be essential for 

our spiritual well-being in the weeks to come. 

This evening, as we all prepare to spend more time at home, my prayer is that we may draw some 

comfort from God's promise to his people in Isaiah 32 - that he would provide security when their 

present reality was far from secure - and that security would be in the home.  

We will find confinement at home difficult (even though we know it is the right thing to do) but pray 

that as we spend time at home, God would speak to us and reveal his presence in ways that maybe 

we have been too busy to appreciate. For many years (40 in fact!), God's people longed for a place 

to call home. Home was the Promised Land. Maybe we need to readjust our thinking (even if just for 

a while); let's allow our homes to be the place where we can meet with God, where he can fulfill his 

promises, where he can speak to us, where he can reveal more of his love for us, where we can learn 

again what it is to listen to his voice.  

I recently said that the breakfast table can be as powerful as the pulpit (for strengthening those in 

Christ Jesus and sharing the Good News about him to those who are not); pray that this would be 

the case in our homes over the coming weeks.  

Katherine has been very busy making sure that we have all of the information required to keep in 

regular contact with everyone in our Church family; we will do all that we can to get through this 

together. But we can do nothing without the Lord Jesus (Psalm 127 'Unless the Lord builds the house, 

the builders labour in vain.') 

And so from my favourite prayer book: 

My heart melts at the love of Jesus.... 

He is mine and I am his, 

given to me as well as for me; 



I am never so much mine as when I am his, 

or so much lost to myself until lost in him; 

May we all know more of Jesus' love this evening and in the days to come 

With all my love and prayers 

William 

 


