
NEWS FROM THE READS IN THE PHILIPPINES 

‘Who is God, we don’t know who he is?’  This was the outcome of the first Bible 

study with the children in the community centre.  I decided to start telling the 

whole Bible in stories, starting in Genesis.  By the end of the holidays we had 

reached Joseph!  After each story the children would draw a picture of it.  We 

employed a college student to do refresher courses in reading, maths and science 

with different ages, as well as playing games, volleyball and artwork.  We are 

still waiting for the YWAM team to come back and help start our youth 

ministry.  To our frustration and and disappointment, the local churches are not 

showing any interest in working with us or as the body of Christ....We have also 

had requests to offer adult literacy training and in welding and dress making.  

We want to tap the available government training services for these as much as 

possible and make them accessible to the community.  A former seminary 

student, Bernard, has come to help us and his first job will be to visit government 

departments to see what they can do for us.....Attiyah came home for the 

summer holiday as Peter was starting in the sixth form college.  Her school 

follows the American calendar.  Peter has a room with his own bathroom at only 

£50 per month!  He comes home at weekends with a bag of laundry, an empty 

stomach and plenty of stories!....Martial law was announced the same day the 

British government announced that there would be soldiers on the streets after 

the Manchester bombing.  The only impact of martial law for us is some 

checkpoints and having to present out ID.  (This is an edited version of their 

prayer letter.  If you would like to read the full letter, please see Sue.) 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Congratulations to all of our youth who have now received their exam results. 

Please pray for them as they embark on their next season of study.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          

 

3rd September 2017 
 

Welcome to our Morning Service 
 

As a Church family please use these prayer points as part of our daily prayer 

life. 

 Let’s pray that we are a Church that seeks Jesus in all things. 

 Please pray for those who are unwell; pray that they would keep their 

eyes fixed on Jesus at this difficult time. 

 Give thanks for a restful summer. Please pray for the children and youth 

as they return to school. Pray for courage as they seek to make Christ 

known amongst their friends. Pray especially for those starting a new 

school or university; pray that they would meet other Christians. 

 Pray for us as we begin a new series looking at Paul’s letters to the 

church in Thessalonica. 

 Give thanks that planning was granted for St Michael’s. Please pray for 

the St Michael’s activities: Michael’s Mondays and the youth groups on 

Thursday and Friday. Pray for this new season for them as they relocate 

to St Matthew’s and the Adventure Playground. 

 Please pray for the PCC as we meet; pray for wisdom as we plan to seek 

to make Christ known in this area. 

 Please pray for those couples whose Banns are being read; pray that 

theirs would be a life-long and life-giving marriage. 

 Lance is very grateful for our prayers as he starts chairing the Betjeman 

Society.  From Monday to Wednesday this week he is spending 48 hours 

with the other 7 members of the Committee to plan the next 5 years.  

Lance asks for God’s wisdom as they tackle many big issues about the 

future 
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We hope that you have enjoyed being with us today. If you want to know 

more, please fill in a ‘Join In’ card, or contact William Rogers (vicar) 07879 

084321 / william@stmf.org.uk, Katherine Miller (katherine@stmf.org.uk) or 

Sue Pierson (020 7731 6544). 

mailto:william@stmf.org.uk


THIS  WEEK 

 

Today 

  

 

 

Monday  

 

 

10.00am 

 

 

9.00am 

2.30pm 

7.30pm 

Morning Service with William preaching on 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 

Prayer Group in church  

Olive House service 

PCC 

Sunday   

10.00am 

 

Morning Service with Holy Communion. Andy 

will be preaching on 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-20 

  

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

11th September – MESSY CHURCH (3.30pm) 

17th September – International Sunday followed by lunch. 

21st September – Autumn Tea Party 

 

CARROTY WOOD REPORT 

Thank you so much for your prayers and donations for the Falcon Camp.  They 

were much appreciated.  It was a great week despite 2 trips to A&E and one to 

the walk-in centre!  Some of the children were very needy.  Some demanded 

attention at the wrong times and some just needed loving.  The team of leaders 

included the older and experienced as well as the young and enthusiastic, but all 

showed such patience and love for each child.  Molly, now 4, loved all the 

attention from the children but could also be seen ordering some of them about, 

so much so that one of them called her ‘teacher’!  The boss of CPAS, John 

Dunnett, came for a day and joined in the Mini-Olympics as well as the washing 

up! 

 

Kevin and Joy are looking to where their future ministry might be when Kevin is 

ordained next year.  They hope to lead the Falcon Camp next year but this is 

uncertain at the moment.  Some of the leaders could run it without them but 

none of them want overall responsibility.  Please pray for Kevin, and Joy who is 

due to give birth on 2 September! 

 

WEEKEND AWAY 

Our Church weekend away is fast-approaching. If you still have money to pay, 

please ensure that it is paid as soon as possible but by the end of September at 

the latest. We have a coach with 17 seats to take those who cannot easily get 

there by car or public transport. Many of you expressed an interest in using the 

coach; please let William know if you would still like to take the coach. If more 

than 17 apply, we will allocate the seats as fairly as possible! 

 

INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY – 17th SEPTEMBER 

International Sunday is in 2 weeks’ time! It is a great opportunity to celebrate 

our rich and diverse heritage through worship, dress and food. We will be 

having a breakfast before the service as well as a bring-and-share lunch 

afterwards. Please invite your friends and neighbours – they won’t be 

disappointed! 

 

We will of course need plenty of help decorating the church as well as helping 

on the day. Please speak with Julie Reynolds today to offer your services! 

 

OUR NEW SERMON SERIES 

We are beginning a new sermon series this week looking at Paul’s two letters to 

the Church in Thessalonica. It would help enormously if you spent some time 

reading the letters in advance. Do you know where Thessalonica is?  

 

 


