
A MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP OF LONDON 

For so many Londoners, the horrific events in Westminster brought back painful 

memories of the 7/7 bombings. In recent years, we have witnessed our close 

European neighbours in Paris, Berlin and Brussels suffer from the scourge of 

terrorism. We stood in solidarity with them in the wake of those tragedies, and 

today it is London's turn to receive the world's prayers and sympathies once 

more. We had truly hoped we would not be here again so soon.  

The police and emergency services responded with speed and bravery in equal 

measure. They deserve our deepest gratitude. Our foremost thoughts and 

prayers are with all those affected by yesterday's events, especially Keith Palmer, 

the police officer, husband and father, who died protecting the Houses of 

Parliament.  

The message from those who carried out this assault at the heart of our freedom 

and democracy is painfully stark. London's response must be equally clear. To 

those who seek to strike terror into our daily lives: you cannot win; you have 

already lost.  

This is the message that our churches, working within our different 

communities, amongst different faiths, can give in the coming days. 

Together we can show that London, irrespective of faith, colour or creed, stands 

united in the face of those who want us to be afraid. 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to all those who were able to help with preparing the Mother’s Day 

flowers – it is greatly appreciated!! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                          

 

26th March 2017 
 

Welcome to our ‘Mothering Sunday’ Service 

 
As a Church family please use these prayer points as part of our daily prayer 

life. 

 Let’s pray that we are a Church that seeks Jesus in all things. 

 Please pray for all of those who lost loved ones or who were injured in 

the attack in Westminster this week. Pray for those who have the 

responsibility for protecting us and give thanks for the emergency 

services who respond. 

 Please continue to pray for Mica Lawrence and her new baby boy, Zion. 

 Please pray for ‘The Recovery Course’ that is being run at St Dionis 

Church. Give thanks for Lauren Windle who is leading it; pray that she 

would grow closer to the Lord Jesus as she serves him in this way. 

 Please pray for those who are unwell; pray that they would keep their 

eyes fixed on Jesus at this difficult time. 

 Please pray that the plans that have been submitted for St Michael’s will 

be received favourably. 

 Please pray for hearts that would be generous in responding to all that 

Jesus has done for us. 

 Please pray for us as we meet during Lent; pray that we would know 

more of God’s will for us. 

 Pray for those couples whose banns are being read; pray that they would 

enjoy a life-long marriage. Pray that as a nation, we would discover the 

joy of marriage. 

 This Mothering Sunday, let’s give thanks for those who have cared for 

us. 
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We hope that you have enjoyed being with us today. If you want to know 

more, please fill in a ‘Join In’ card, or contact William Rogers (vicar) 07879 

084321 / william@stmf.org.uk, Katherine Miller (katherine@stmf.org.uk) or 

Sue Pierson (020 7731 6544). 

mailto:william@stmf.org.uk


THIS  WEEK 

 

Today 

  

 10.00am All Age Mothering Sunday Celebration 

Monday   

9.00am 

 

Women’s Prayer Meeting in church 

 

 

 

Wednesday 

 

Saturday 

 

Sunday 

 

 

 

9.45am 

7.00pm 

7.45pm 

 

4.40pm 

 

8.30am 

 

10.00am 

 

Women’s Bible Study in church 

The Recovery Course at St Dionis 

Lent Course in church 

 

Mosaic Social (see Katherine for details) 

 

Men’s Bible Study in church 

 

Morning Service with William preaching on 

John 11:1-45 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

14th April – Good Friday Messy Church (10.00am) 

14th April – Good Friday ‘Hour at the Cross’ (2.00pm)  

24th April – Olive House Service (2.30pm) 

 

LENT – WHERE TO LORD?  

We are meeting each Monday during Lent to spend time studying the bible 

together. Please make these times together a priority by putting all of them in 

your diary now! We meet at 7.45pm for coffee and start at 8.00pm. We are using 

material from a course called ‘Where to Lord?’. Amid the many choices and 

decisions of daily life, we need to ask “What does God want me to do with my 

life?”. The six studies on guidance will help us plot a course through these 

difficult issues. 

It’s not too late to join us! 

 

THE PASSION OF JESUS 

On Good Friday in Trafalgar Square, the actors from Wintershall, perform the 

Passion of Jesus at 12 noon and again at 3.15pm.   Why not take a friend to see 

this realistic interpretation of the crucifixion BUT make sure they know about the 

resurrection as well! 

ELECTORAL ROLL 

The Electoral Roll is our official church membership list.  If you are over 16 and 

have been baptised and live in the parish you can be on it.  If you live outside the 

parish,  have been baptised, and have been coming to church for 6 months, you 

qualify as well.  If you have joined us in the last year, please ask Sue for a form 

and we can welcome you officially to St Matthew’s!  The media are sure that the 

number of church goers is declining so let’s prove them wrong! 

 

PERSECUTION IN EGYPT 

Hundreds of Coptic Christians have fled from northern Sinai in Egypt after a 

series of killings carried out by Islamic State.  One lady saw her husband and son 

killed in front of her.  The attackers then looted the house and set fire to it.  She 

spent the night in the protection of the police, ‘praying to God because I have no 

one left to take care of me’.  She also said,’ My neighbours are Muslims and we 

are in good relations but they couldn’t help us.  When they heard the gunshots 

they knew that the terrorists kill young men and they have young men in their 

family’.  Taxi drivers who give lifts to Christians have been threatened and even 

the police are frightened.  Pray for Egypt to develop a better security system and 

especially for our Christian brothers and sisters. 

 

COULD YOU HELP? 

Could you commit to coming at 9.30am on the 3rd Sunday of each month to set 

up communion and to clear away afterwards? It would help enormously! Please 

speak with William for further details. 

 

PRAYER DURING LENT! 

We all have friends and family who don’t have Jesus as Lord and I’m sure that 

we try and pray for them as often as we can (or remember). However, this Lent, I 

wonder whether we might all ‘up the stakes’?! You will have each been given a 

sheet of paper with the numbers 1-40. The concept is a simple one – please write 

the names of 40 people you know who don’t have Jesus as Lord. They could be 

family, friends, neighbours, work colleagues, teachers etc. The challenge is then 

to pray for each of them by name every day during lent. That’s 40 people every 

day. We might call this 40 prays for 40 days (if we allow ourselves to overlook 

the grammar!). This will of course increase our contact time with God (a good 

thing!) and will, I am sure, provide opportunities to tell those we know about the 

Lord Jesus (also a good thing!). The only decision now is ….. will we commit?! 


