
MEN’S SOCIAL EVENT – THURSDAY 30th NOVEMBER @ 7.45PM 

Steve Howard is a planning a men’s social in church with a meal and discussion. 

If you are interested please see Steve today. 

  

STATISTICS FROM THE CHURCH PRESS 

Only 6 of the 10 commandments are still considered relevant according to a 

YouGov poll.  The least relevant is ‘to remember the Sabbath (Sunday) and keep 

it holy’.  The ones considered most relevant are: No murder; no stealing; no false 

witness; no adultery; no coveting as well as honouring your parents.  What has 

happened to God? 

A quarter of C of E services do not have a single child in the congregation.  An 

average sized Anglican church has only 3 children attending each week.  (Praise 

the Lord that we have lots of children!)  Sadly many churches do not welcome 

the noise, mess and distraction that comes with children.  Jesus loved children so 

we must love them too.  ‘When a church learns to love children and bring the 

Gospel to them, they’ll come.  Because the real Jesus is good news, and is 

attractive like nothing else is’. (From the Church of England newspaper) 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Thank you to everyone who brought a shoe box into church. We had 66 boxes 

collected. Please pray that the children who receive them will know that they are 

loved by us and by the Lord Jesus. 

 

SINGING AT ST MATTHEW’S 

We always plan our singing with the aim of encouraging one another as we sing 

'psalms, hymns and spiritual songs together'. The words to all of the songs will 

be on the screens at the front of church (so that we all ‘sing from the same hymn 

sheet’!; if it is easier for you to have the words printed, please speak with the 

service leader who will arrange that for you). We recognise that we each have 

our own preferred styles and that we come with many different preferences 

about how we should sing when gathered together. Our prayer is that we will all 

'sing and make music from your heart to the Lord' in the diversity that's being 

expressed and the deep unity we share in and through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

                          

 

19th November 2017 
 

 

Welcome to our Holy Communion Service 
 

 

 

As a Church family please use these prayer points as part of our daily prayer 

life. 

 Let’s pray that we are a Church that seeks Jesus in all things. 

 Please pray for those who are unwell; pray that they would keep their 

eyes fixed on Jesus at this difficult time. 

 Please give thanks that planning was granted for St Michael’s. Please 

pray for the St Michael’s activities: Michael’s Mondays and the youth 

groups on Thursday and Friday. Pray for this new season for them as 

they relocate to St Matthew’s and the Adventure Playground. 

 Please pray for favour with the local authority as we look to redevelop 

the Vicarage Room. 

 Please pray for Lance’s Christian witness to the two Societies he helps to 

lead. Today he is speaking to the Wantage branch of the Betjeman 

Society; tomorrow he is at a meeting of the Hopkins Society Steering 

Group in Warrington. 

 Give thanks for all of the shoe boxes collected last week; pray that the 

children who receive them will know that they are loved. 

 Please pray for the chaplains at our local schools: Sam Brown (Fulham 

Boys); Caroline Newbold (Lady Margaret); Tim Richards (Chelsea 

Academy) 

 

 

  

www.stmf.org.uk 

admin@stmf.org.uk 

 
 



THIS  WEEK 

 

Today 

  

 

 

Monday  
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Wednesday 
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Saturday 

 

10.00am 

 

 

9.00am 

9.45am 

3.30pm 

7.45pm  

 

7.45pm 

 

 

4.00pm 

5.00pm 

 

2.30pm 

 

10.00am 

Holy Communion Service with Sue preaching 

on 2 Thessalonians 3: 1-18 

 

Prayer Group in church  

Women’s Christianity Explored in church 

Michael’s Mondays in church 

MONTHLY PRAYER MEETING in church 

 

Home group at Sophie & Andy’s house 

(47 Harwood Road) 

 

Mosaic at ( 2a Clancarty Rd) 

Mosaic at (2a Clancarty Rd) 

 

Home group in church 

 

Men’s Bible Study in church 

Sunday   

10.00am 

 

All Age Service with Katherine preaching. 

Coffee and pastries from 9.15am 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

30th November – Men’s Social in church 7.45pm 

7th December – Christmas Lunch 12.30pm 

14th December – Christingle 6.00pm 

17th December – Carol Service 6.30pm 

24th December – Family Nativity Service 10.00am 

 

BOOK STALL 

We have some really accessible books that we think you might want to read. 

Titles include: ‘What happens when I die’, ‘How will the world end’ and ‘Can I 

really trust the Bible’. They cost just £4 each. There is a small, pop-up book stall 

at the back of church – please take a look!  

CHURCH WEEKEND AWAY 

Thank you to everyone who completed a feedback form for the weekend away; 

it helped the PCC enormously as we reviewed the weekend. The overwhelming 

consensus was that we should have another weekend away and the PCC has 

agreed to see whether, as a Church, we would like to go away next year (to the 

same venue). We will then, should we all be in agreement, look to go away every 

other year (so the following weekend away would be in 2020). The proposed 

dates for next year are 26th – 28th October and the costs will be broadly similar to 

this year: Adults not sharing a room £155; adults sharing a room £135; children 

aged 5-12 £70; under 5s free. At this stage, we simply need an indication of how 

many people would want to go and then based on the numbers, we will confirm 

the exact cost. If you would like to go, please e-mail William 

(william@stmf.org.uk) or speak with him after the service.  

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

We will again be hosting senior folk in the area on Thursday 7th December. We 

will be providing a full Christmas lunch (with all the trimmings!). It has always 

been a wonderful opportunity for people to meet and enjoy each other’s 

company. We expect to have around 60 people so we’ll need plenty of help. 

There will be a meeting to plan the lunch on Monday 27th at 10.15am in church. If 

you can’t come to the meeting but want to help at the lunch, please speak with 

William TODAY. If you would like to invite a guest to the lunch, please see Sue 

TODAY. 

 

A NEW, ONLINE DIRECTORY FOR ST MATTHEW’S 

Our new online directory which includes names, addresses and telephone 

numbers is now ready! If we have your e-mail address, you will be getting an e-

mail from St Matthew’s asking you to log in to create a password. It would be 

great if you could do that when you receive the e-mail so that you can check that 

we your correct details (they have all been input manually so it is possible that 

some may need amending!). If you don’t have access to e-mail, don’t worry – we 

will print the directory for you! The new system will allow us to send text 

messages and e-mails to offer prayer requests, reminders for rotas and services! 

Over the next few weeks, we will start rolling out some of the features. If you 

have any questions, please speak with William or Gemma. Once you have 

created a password, the directory can be accessed via our Church website 

(www.stmf.org.uk) via the ‘LOGIN’ tab.  

mailto:william@stmf.org.uk
http://www.stmf.org.uk/

