
CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Instead of spending money on Christmas cards for friends at St Matthew’s, why 

not make a donation to Tearfund who work with those for whom Christmas 

won’t be a happy time.  We will ask them to earmark our money to help 

refugees.  Not far from Bethlehem, modern families in Lebanon’s refugee camps 

experience poverty, political insecurity and uncertainty.  Burdened with the 

aftermath of war, some Christians have given up celebrating Christmas.  

Through Tearfund’s partner ‘Hope for Lebanon’ they are helping families 

experience the joy of Christmas again.  Please put your donation in an envelope 

and label it TEARFUND/CHRISTMAS CARDS. 
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18th December 2016 
 

Leaders: Katherine Miller and William Rogers 
 

Welcome to our Family Nativity 

 
As a Church family please use these prayer points as part of our daily prayer 

life. 

 Let’s pray that we are a Church that seeks Jesus in all things. 

 Please pray for Mica Lawrence and her new baby boy (see notice) 

 Please pray that as our Christmas cards are received in the parish, hearts 

would be softened to accept the invitation to come and hear the Good 

News. 

 Please pray for the schools that we serve; that they would know the love 

of the Lord Jesus. Pray especially for the chaplains: Tim Richards 

(Chelsea Academy), Caroline Newbold (Lady Margaret) and Sam Brown 

(Fulham Boys School). 

 Give thanks for the continued blessing of a weekly assembly at the 

Sulivan school. Pray for the teachers and pupils as they enjoy their 

Christmas holiday. 

 Please pray for the family and friends of Lil Vincent; her funeral will be 

this Wednesday. 

 As we celebrate Advent, please pray for at least one person to bring to a 

service. Pray that hearts would be softened to hear God’s word. 

 On New Year’s Day, Sun Jan 1st, Lance will be leading his ‘Shakespeare 

in London’ walk at 2pm. Please pray for reasonable weather! (See him or 

Sue if you would like to come.) 
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We hope that you have enjoyed being with us today. If you want to know 

more, please fill in a ‘Join In’ card, or contact William Rogers (vicar) 07879 

084321 / william@stmf.org.uk, Katherine Miller (katherine@stmf.org.uk) or 

Sue Pierson (020 7731 6544). 

mailto:william@stmf.org.uk


THIS  WEEK 

 

Today 

  

 10.00am Family Nativity with Katherine preaching 

 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight with William preaching 

Monday   

 9.00am Prayer group in church 

 8.00pm MONTHLY PRAYER MEETING in church 

Christmas Eve   

 11.30pm Midnight Communion Service 

Christmas Day   

 

New Year’s 

Day 

10.00am 

 

10.00am 

 

 

All Age Service with Holy Communion 

 

All Age Service with Sue Pierson Preaching 

CHURCH WEEKEND AWAY – 83 PLACES CONFIRMED!!!! 

We have now booked 83 places for our weekend away. If you haven’t booked, 

the venue is holding an extra 5 rooms for one week only. PLEASE SEE 

WILLIAM TODAY IF YOU WANT TO COME. 

We have paid a deposit to secure the booking and William and David will be 

writing to everyone detailing how and when to pay (including details for those 

who want to pay by monthly instalments). 

 

MICA LAWRENCE 

Please hold Mica and her new baby boy in your prayers. He was born very 

prematurely on Tuesday morning at just 24 weeks and 2 days. He weighed 625 

grams. He is in intensive care in an incubator and is being cared for round the 

clock. Please pray that he would continue to strengthen. Pray too for Mica and 

all the family at this difficult time. 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Christingle; it was chaotic and 

joyful! Please pray that those who came would want to know more about Jesus. 

 

 

 

PRAYER MEETING 

Our next prayer meeting will be TOMORROW at 8.00pm in church. Please join 

us as we thank God for his Son and ask for his guidance for the year ahead. 

 

LIL VINCENT 

Lil’s funeral will be this Wednesday in church at 10.00am followed by a brief 

committal service at Putney Vale at 11.40am. All are welcome. 

 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM WILLIAM 

2016 has been quite a year at St Matthew’s. We’ve said goodbye to some dear 

friends and welcomed new ones! We’ve enjoyed some great bible studies 

together (from Sinner to Saint and Life Explored) as well as exploring the bible 

together on a Sunday. It’s been great to welcome new families to St Matthew’s 

and a particular highlight was the confirmation service in November; please 

continue to pray for those who were confirmed. 

There is of course much to look forward to in 2017 – we hope to have some 

exciting news about St Michael’s and I, along with 82 of you, am looking 

forward to our Church weekend away! 

However, it is surely true that the most extraordinary witness is in the 

ordinariness of the everyday. Jesus’ promise ‘to be with us always’ means that 

whether at home, or work, or school or wherever we find ourselves, Jesus is 

making us more and more like himself.  

So as we gaze again at the baby in a manger, as we rejoice with those who were 

there at the very first Christmas, let us thank God for his Son Immanuel; and let 

us, like those shepherds, ‘spread the word concerning what we have been told 

about this child’. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you and those you love a fabulous 

Christmas and a wonderful 2017. 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

We are still populating a new Church Database so that we can re-launch ‘know 

and pray’ (as well as some new stuff!). Could EVERYONE please e-mail Sharon 

(admin@stmf.org.uk) so that we know we have the right e-mail address. It 

would also help us if in the e-mail, you could confirm your mobile telephone 

number as well! 
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